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MARRIAGE PENALTY 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today the House is going to 
vote to end the marriage penalty. 
Right now married couples pay more in 
taxes than two single people living to-
gether; that is just not right. 

Washington must stop penalizing the 
cornerstone of the American family. 
We should encourage marriage, not pe-
nalize it. We must restore families and 
the American dream. 

Last year, President Clinton labeled 
the marriage penalty relief risky and 
even vetoed it. This year Democrats 
are encouraging him to veto it again. 
In my district alone, this bill will help 
end the marriage penalty for over 
150,000 Americans. The President and 
his Democrat friends should stop play-
ing election-year politics. 

I say to the President, why do you 
not help us put American families 
first? Let us do it now. 

f 

STEPS TO PROTECT AND 
PRESERVE SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, in Sa-
vannah, we are blessed. My wife’s 
grandmother, 97-year-old Betty 
Carswell is still alive and in good 
health. She is on Social Security and 
she needs it. 

When I was a boy, growing up down 
the street my good friend Ross Fox’s 
dad died, and when he died, leaving 
Mrs. Fox with two young boys to take 
care of, Social Security was there to 
protect them. Yet today Social Secu-
rity is in trouble. 

By the year 2030, it will be out of 
money. There are six positive steps we 
can take, however, to protect and pre-
serve Social Security. Number one is to 
have some principles, to say that the 
benefits for current retirees and near 
retirees will not be increased; number 
two, to lock away the Social Security 
surplus so that the money will not be 
spent on roads and bridges but used 
only for Social Security; number three, 
taxes for Social Security should not be 
increased; number four, the govern-
ment should not invest Social Security 
funds in the stock market; number 
five, modernization of Social Security 
should not change the disability and 
survivors’ components for friends like 
Ross Fox, who lose their loved one, 
their parents; number six, a portion of 
the Social Security account should be 
personalized so that younger people on 
a voluntary basis would have the op-
tion of putting theirs in an interest-
bearing account which earns more 
money than Social Security. 

Mr. Speaker, we can do this. We can 
have a good voluntary program to set 
up to protect and preserve Social Secu-
rity. Our seniors need this and our fu-
ture generations. 

f 

HOPE AND PRAY FOR PEACE IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. CARDIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
express appreciation to President Clin-
ton for bringing together the prime 
minister of Israel, Mr. Barak, and Mr. 
Arafat at Camp David. I know that we 
all hope and pray for peace in the Mid-
dle East. Mr. Barak has shown tremen-
dous courage in putting peace first, in 
trying to find a way in which we can 
find true and lasting peace in the Mid-
dle East. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Barak will understand the his-
torical significance of this meeting and 
will take advantage of this opportunity 
so that at least we can look forward to 
the future of peace in the Middle East. 

f 

OUTRAGEOUSLY HIGH DRUG 
PRICES 

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about an issue that every 
senior citizen knows about and, frank-
ly, if we have had town hall meetings, 
we know about it as well, and that is 
outrageously high drug prices. My 82-
year-old father, for example, takes a 
drug called Coumadin. It is a blood 
thinner. In the United States, the aver-
age price for that drug is $30.25, but the 
Europeans for the same drug made in 
the same plant under the same FDA 
approval pay only $2.85. 

Mr. Speaker, in the information age, 
we can no longer keep this secret. 
Americans are paying double, triple 
and sometimes quadruple the prices 
that people around the rest of the 
world are paying for the same drugs, 
and it would be easy for us to say 
shame on the pharmaceutical compa-
nies. But the truth of the matter is this 
administration has had 8 years and 
what have they done about this? Well, 
they have sent thousands of threat-
ening letters to senior citizens when 
they tried to import legal drugs into 
the United States. 

Shame on the FDA. Shame on our 
Justice Department and shame on us. 
It is time for this Congress to take ac-
tion to make certain that American 
senior citizens have access to world 
market prices for prescription drugs 
that they need. No senior should have 
to choose between getting the food 
they need and the drugs that they need 
as well. 

STRIKE THE GAG RULE 

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, the gag rule has created a pol-
icy that increases the number of abor-
tions and it also threatens the lives of 
many young women. 

Last year, this body added in law an 
international family planning gag rule 
for other countries that is unconstitu-
tional in America. What happened? 
Thousands of young women were de-
nied the information they needed to 
plan or postpone their pregnancies, so 
thousands of 13-year-old girls, 14-year-
old girls and 15-year-old girls got un-
safe and often fatal abortions. 

These abortions could have been pre-
vented. No U.S. funds are used for abor-
tions. International family planning 
saves women’s lives so we should all 
support on both sides of the aisle an ef-
fort to strike the gag rule.

f 

PERSONAL LOCKBOX BILL 

(Mr. SANFORD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I just 
wanted to bring to everybody’s atten-
tion the fact that today I am intro-
ducing a bill called the personal 
lockbox bill. I think it is built on com-
mon sense, because one of the things I 
have consistently heard from folks 
back home is the very simple idea that 
the first part of saving Social Security 
is making sure that Social Security 
taxes stay with Social Security. That 
is what this bill does because it takes 
the Social Security surplus, whatever 
that happens to be, and simply rebates 
it back to the people paying Social Se-
curity taxes, not to go out and fix up 
the car or buy a refrigerator with it 
but instead to go into their own per-
sonal Social Security savings account 
that would be held by a fiduciary like 
the local bank. 

Mr. Speaker, the individual could not 
get their hands on the money until 
they turn 65, but they would get a 
monthly statement and for the first 
time, because of the private property 
rights that come with an account like 
that, for the first time have a firewall 
created between political forces in D.C. 
and their Social Security surplus. 

f 

DEFENSE OF NATIONAL MISSILE 
DEFENSE 

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of our 
National Missile Defense System. Last 
Saturday, the Ballistic Missile Defense 
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